C FSR to InductThree to Hall of Fame )

By Erik Bussa

Two agronomists and one animal scientist comprise
the Farm Science Review Hall of Fame class of 2003.
Sam Bone, Larry Shepherd and Don Pritchard will be
honored at the Vice President’s luncheon on Sept. 16 for
their contributions and dedication to the Farm Science
Review. Combined, the three inductees have devoted
nearly 100 years of service to the Review.

Sam Bone and Larry Shepherd are retired Extension
agronomists from Ohio State University who began their
Farm Science Review careers in 1963, the first year the
Review was held. During their time at the Review, the
pair started soil excavation exhibits, set up agronomy
demonstration plots, and helped to introduce no tillage
and conservation tillage. They were best known for their
work with corn. “We had a large number of plots and
we would try to demonstrate good corn production
procedures and dates-for planting. We even planted corn
in February,” Shepherd said.

Craig Fendrick, manager of the Review, said that the
two used to fight like cats and dogs but they got results.
“I can remember driving with the two in a car once, and
we were going past cornfields. The corn looked like it had
insect bites all over it and Sam and Larry started arguing
about what might have caused it. I don’t remember
where we were going but I know we ended up being late
because they pulled the car over to go inspect the corn
for themselves to see who was right.”

Bone retired from Ohio State in 1980 after working
for 25 years as an Extension agronomist, but still
remains active in Farm Science Review. He served as a
past chairman of the Program and Policy committee.
Shepherd retired from Ohio State in 1984 after working
as an Extension agronomist for 21 years in Ohio and
seven at Michigan State University. Both Bone and
Shepherd reside in the Columbus area.
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Both men agreed on their favorite part of Farm
Science Review. “Working with people from the industry,
OSU faculty, and Ohio farmers was very rewarding,”
Bone said. “When all of those people get together, good
things usually happen.”

Don Pritchard is a past assistant Extension director
and faculty member of the dairy sciences department.
He began his career at Ohio State in 1970 and with Farm
Science Review in 1977 doing committee work. Pritchard
served on every committee Farm Science Review has
and chaired the Program and Policy committee and the
publicity committee.

“Don has had more administrative jobs than anyone
I can think of, and he’s never been on the payroll,” said
Fendrick. “Don did a lot of good things with some of the
youth committees and he was also a great promoter of
Farm Science Review among dairy farmers.” Pritchard
was also instrumental in formulating the current
agreement policy between exhibitors and the Review
management.

Pritchard retired from Ohio State in 1993 after 23
years of Extension work. Pritchard currently lives in
North Carolina. Like the other two inductees, Pritchard
enjoyed his time working with others at the Review. “It
was also really nice to be able to highlight and showcase
what the industry was doing to the entire state,” he said.

Bone, Shepherd and Pritchard will join past
inductees including:

Carl Lemon, Ray Miller, Larry Vance, Jim and Norma
Trotter, Kathleen Smith, Bill Gill, Bill Schnug, Judy and
Kelso Wessel, Ed Johnson, Harold Bauman, Jim Caldwell,
Maurine McCormick, Francille Firebaugh, Robert Miller,
Jim Utzinger, David R. Miskell, Robert L. Eby, C.L. “Lep”
Lephart, Dorothy R. Friday, Paul C. Leidheiser, Thomas
M. Stockdale, Ted L. Jones, William L. George, Earl W.
McMunn, Roland L.
Leeper, James W. Yingling,
William B. Zipf, Wilbur
A. Gould, Shirley A.
Brooks-Jones, Marion
E. Grimes, Molly Caren
Fisher, Novice G. Fawcett,
Dale T. Friday, Roy M.
Kottman and Thomas E
Wonderling.
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